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    Headteacher: Mr. Neil McKellar-Turner 

Friday 1 March 2024 

CCH Weekly Bulletin #22 

Whole School Information  

We have launched our new lunchtime hall expectations this week linked to our core school rules of ready, 

respectful and responsible. We are so proud of the children for showing us that they can more than meet these 

expectations, helping every member of the CCH family to enjoy safe, respectful and positive lunchtimes 

(please see below for more information). With March now upon us, we have started practising the songs for 

our Easter Service and the children are already showing just how much we flourish with music at CCH. Finally, 

we are all every excited about CCH English Week which begins on Monday. There is a huge amount planned 

for our children to promote and develop a love of reading. We hope to share this love with you on Tuesday 

morning for our Family Books and Breakfast event.  

Attendance 

Our goal is for attendance to be, at least, 97%. This week’s whole school attendance is 95.2%. We still 

have improvements to make but this is better than last week.  

Class Weekly Attendance  Class Weekly Attendance  

EYFS 95.7% Eva Ibbotson 94.0% 

Jill Murphy 92.5% Michael Morpurgo 98.3% 

Oliver Jeffers 98.2% Berlie Doherty 92.1% 

Emily Gravett 95.0% Malorie Blackman 95.7% 

Cressida Cowell 92.1% William Shakespeare 98.0% 

Well done to the classes in green for exceeding our target of 97%. 

Requests for absence 

We have received some communication over the last few weeks requesting that we approve absence for 

sporting events. Whilst we hugely value sports and active lifestyles, we are unable to authorise absences for 

sporting events which are not organised by us as a school.  

The DfE’s stance on term time absence remains unchanged:  

“Only exceptional circumstances warrant a leave of absence. Schools should consider each application 

individually taking into account the specific facts and circumstances and relevant background context behind 

the request. If a leave of absence is granted, it is for the headteacher to determine the length of the time the 

pupil can be away from school. As head teachers should only grant leaves of absence in exceptional 

circumstances it is unlikely a leave of absence will be granted for the purposes of a family holiday.” Working 

Together to Improve School Attendance, DfE, May 2022 
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Our view is that children need to be in school every day unless they are too unwell to attend. This is consistent 

with the stance of the local authority and the Department for Education. 

The national guidance includes reference to approved educational activity that may take place during the 

school day. Authorised absence would include events such as attending a taster day at a secondary school or 

undertaking an entrance exam. Taking part in a sporting activity can only be authorised if it has been 

“approved by the school.” The DfE’s guidance goes on to make it clear that approved sporting activity 

“must be supervised by a person authorised by the school.” As such, we would only ever be able to 

approve sporting absences where we have arranged the activity, or in an exceptional circumstance such as a 

child participating in an elite competition at regional or national level. 

Attendance Matters 

Our focus and high expectations for attendance are because we know that children have the best chance of 

growing and flourishing when they are in school each and every day. Although, we continue to work on 

improving our overall school attendance, we are pleased to share two recent success stories for CCH. 

Firstly, the Local Authority have recognised our efforts in ensuring strong 

attendance. We were ranked 21st out of 95 schools in terms of attendance 

based on our autumn term figure of 96%. Secondly, we received a certificate 

from the Fischer Family Trust, an organisation that collects school data from 

across the country. We were recognised for being in the top 25% of all 

schools nationally for our attendance in the autumn term. 

A huge thank you to Miss Weldrake and Mrs Pope who lead our attendance strategy. We look forward to 

continue working in partnership with each and every one of our families in order to ensure attendance remains 

high and our children are able to flourish!  

PE Kit 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that children come to school in the correct PE kit. We have noticed a 

significant improvement over the last two weeks. However, we are still noticing children wearing white or 

coloured trainers. Trainers need to be black and plain. We understand that we all still face financial 

pressures but, as with most schools, we have a policy of plain black trainers, as these are usually cheaper and 

easier to source. We kindly ask that you support us with ensuring our policy is adhered to.  

CCH English Week  

We have an amazing week planned for our annual English Week. Key dates for you to be aware of are: 

• Tuesday 5th March- Family Books and Breakfast @8.25am. Please join us to enjoy breakfast and a 

book together. 

• Thursday 7th March- World Book Day: dress as a favourite book character or wear comfy clothes 

suitable for enjoying a good book!  
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• Makaton 

Our new sign for this week is book.  

 

 

Please encourage your child to recall and practise the signs below which we have learned so far his term.  

 

 

 

             Hot chocolate  
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          teacher                      help                                                  water                    friends                     school               

 

Tesco Stronger Starts 

We have been successful in applying for a place in Tesco’s Stronger Starts campaign. We 

are aiming to secure a grant from Tesco to help us further develop our school grounds 

through the development of a CCH Growing Garden where children will be able to plant food 

and vegetation and take part in gardening activities.  

To secure a grant, we need everyone to pop into one or more of the Tesco stores listed 

below between January and March and put a blue token into the voting counter!  

2912    Longwell Green Exp      BS30 9DF 

6293    Keynsham                      BS31 2BA 

6337    Saltford Bath Rd Exp     BS31 3HQ 

 

Dates for your diary  

• w/b 4th March- CCH English Week  

• Tuesday 5th March- Family Breakfast and Books @8.25am. Please join us to enjoy breakfast and a 

book together. 

• Thursday 7th March- World Book Day: dress as a favourite book character or wear comfy clothes 

suitable for enjoying a good book!  

• Friday 15th March- Red Nose Day 

• Monday 18th March- EYFS Phonics Workshop for parents/ carers @5.00pm 

• Wednesday 20th March (pm)- KS2 children to walk to church for Easter rehearsal (parent helpers 

required for walking) 

• Friday 22nd March- Year 1 and 2 to WEMA Hear My Voice Singing Festival  

• Monday 25th March- Year 5 and 6 to Hanham Woods to watch Legally Blonde 

• Monday 25th March- EYFS to Year 6 Parent-Teacher Consultations (details to follow) 

• Tuesday 26th March- CCH Choir singing at Abbeyfield Care Home 

• Wednesday 27th March- EYFS to Year 6 Parent-Teacher Consultations (details to follow) 
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• Thursday 28th March- Easter Service: EYFS/KS1 @9.30am and KS2 @10.15am 

• Thursday 28th March- last day of term 4 

• Monday 15th April- INSET #4- school closed to pupils 

• Tuesday 16th April- start of term 5 

• w/b 13th May- Year SATs Week 

• w/b 20th May- CCH Sports’ Week  

• Wednesday 22nd May- Sports’ Day 

Friends of CCH 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other letters/ communication sent home this week 

Communication  Audience  Date sent  

School Trip Letter Year 1 Friday 1st March 

Phonics Workshop Letter EYFS Weds 28th February 

Tales of the Road – Road Safety Info Year 5 & 6 Friday 1st March 

 

 

 

Following the success of last year, we are keen to 

take an even larger CCH team to run the Bristol 10K 

in May.  

Open to all staff, parents, carers and wider CCH 

family, let us make this year even bigger and help 

us to raise even more money for our children.  
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Community Information  
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Yours faithfully,  

 

 

Neil McKellar-Turner   
Headteacher  


