
 

       Christ Church Hanham C of E VC Primary School 
                       Nurture with love ~ Grow through knowledge and wisdom ~ Flourish in hope 

  Office@christchurchhanham.org.uk  
 @CCHPri                                                                                     
 www.christchurchhanhamprimaryschool.co.uk  

 
 

Memorial Road, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 3LA 
01454 867145 

Headteacher: Mr. Neil McKellar-Turner 

 Tuesday 5th March 2024 

Numbots and Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) Update 

Dear Families, 

I am quietly confident that a buzz around maths has arrived in your home since returning from the Christmas 
break back in January. From EYFS right up to Year 6, we have reintroduced, reignited and reinvigorated the 
joy that is recalling maths facts. Through Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) and Numbots, the children have 
access to a platform (depending on age and year group) which is designed to provide opportunity, at home, to 
recall key mathematical knowledge. The platforms are intuitively designed, child-centred and make recalling 
number facts fun and addictive.  

I am writing to share the following date for your diaries: 

Battle of the Bands Dressing Up Day - Friday 22nd March 2024 

Children and staff from every year group will be invited to come to 
school on this day dressed up as their favourite rock/pop star, a 
singer, a group or just in clothes which express themselves and their 
musical or non-musical background. 

TTRS battle in the run up to Battle of the Bands day 

Friday 15th March 4pm will see the beginning of a KS2 TTRS battle where every class from Year 3 to Year 6 
will be vying for the crown of CCH Class Champion. The battle will close at 8pm on Thursday 21st March at 
8pm (the day before the Battle of the Bands Day).  

Why are there no inter-class battles for younger mathematicians using Numbots (EYFS to Year 2)? 

The emphasis in NumBots is on self-improvement and understanding the mathematical concepts. Compared 
to Times Tables Rock Stars, there's a lower priority given to speed of responses (though it's still important in 
NumBots) and the idea of racing against other children goes against that. 

Why put such importance on recall? 

Times Tables Rock Stars is a fun and engaging way to help primary school children improve their 
mathematical skills, particularly in the area of multiplication tables. The program takes a multi-sensory 
approach to tuition, using music and game-like features to help students memorize and recall multiplication 
tables more effectively. 
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Why TTRS? 

TTRS uses a multi-sensory approach to repetition learning, helping learners to memorise and recall 
multiplication tables and other mathematical skills. This approach, combined with retrieval practice, helps to 
reinforce learning and improve memory retention. The flexible approach of TTRS also allows for differentiation 
and personalised learning, adapting to each student's unique learning needs. 

Furthermore, TTRS offers a range of accessibility features, such as adjustable speed settings and font sizes, 
making it an inclusive tool for all learners. 

TTRS and Numbots guides 

To support the enjoyment of TTRS and Numbots at home or on the go, I have included two sources of 
information for each platform: a video guide for each and parent/carer guides (produced by the Maths Circle 
team) which can be found at the end of this letter. 

TTRS Video guide 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM 

Numbots video guide for parents and carers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24sqgVgwBOg 

Numbots video guide for children 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEtVaPpWSQo 

 

Yours faithfully,  

Gareth Thomas 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24sqgVgwBOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEtVaPpWSQo
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