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Thursday 6 May 2021 

Headteacher Update #5 

Dear Families, 

As this term appears to be moving very quickly, I wanted to provide you with some key updates in advance of 
the next issue of the Christ Church Chronicle.  

Learning 

This term, we have a whole school theme of ‘Inspiration and legacy’. Each class is considering this concept 
through a focus on history, geography and science. Linked to this, during the final week of term, we will be 
holding a whole school Science Week. Each class has been given a key enquiry question to investigate 
throughout the week; the focus will be on key scientific knowledge and the skills of scientific investigation. 
Each class has also been given a female scientist to study in order to find out about the role they have 
played in the development of medicine or science and the legacy of their impact.  

Reading books 

Our new levelled reading books have been extremely well-received by children across the school. As you will 
know, we have invested several thousand pounds in order to purchase these books so please ensure that 
they are cared for and returned to school on the appropriate day in order for us to maintain our stock and 
provide access for all of our children. Thank you.  

Parent-Teacher Consultations 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next week (Tuesday 11 and Thursday 13 May). Teachers will be 
sharing information about how your child has managed the return to school since March, their strengths and 
key areas for them to develop over the last term and a half of school.  

As we did in the autumn term, we will be running the consultations via Microsoft Teams. A link will be sent to 
you on the day before your allotted appointment. Please click on the link and join the meeting a few minutes 
before your allotted time. You will be added to a waiting lobby. The teacher will then admit you to the meeting 
at your specified time. In order to maintain fairness to all families, appointments will be for a maximum of ten 
minutes. Please help us all to keep to time and ensure that things run smoothly.   

New vision and curriculum  

We hope you enjoyed the extra-long weekend last week. On Friday, we had a fantastic day establishing our 
new vision for the next five years; this sets out the type of school we want to be and what we aspire to 
provide for our children. This is currently being consulted on with governors and we hope to launch this with 
children and families for the start of term 6! 
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Alongside our new vision and identity, we are starting to plan our curriculum for next year. We are aiming to 
create an ambitious and exciting curriculum, rooted in essential knowledge that will enable our pupils to learn 
more about their local community so that they can better reflect on the world around them. We are also keen 
to ensure that our curriculum is rich with experiences and opportunities for children to discover new things, 
opening their eyes to the many possibilities that exist. We look forward to sharing more details with you over 
the coming months.  

Attendance 

Our attendance figure for the first two weeks of term is 97.3%. Whilst this is strong, we are always ambitious 
for this to improve further. We understand that, as a result of Covid, many family plans have had to change; 
however, we would like to remind you that we are unable to authorise any request for absence, including 
holidays, during term time.  

Staffing updates  

Tomorrow, we say farewell to Mrs Lisa McKeigue. Lisa has worked as a teaching assistant at CCH for many 
years. Many of our families will know Lisa through her work in supporting pupils as they start school in 
Reception. We wish her the best of luck as she moves into a new career. 

We will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Gerry Fitzgerald at the end of next week. Gerry has been involved 
with our school for many years, but over the last four years, she has held the role of School Business 
Manager. Due to her personal circumstances over the last year, Gerry has taken the difficult decision to 
resign from her post in order to concentrate her energies on her children. We thank Gerry for all that she has 
done and send her our very best wishes for the future.  

Year 6 Residential 

We have made the decision to continue with our booking for the year 6 residential this year (5- 9 July 2021). 
As we have previously informed you, the final decision on whether the visit can go ahead will be determined 
by the Government’s roadmap and any national restrictions.  

Until we know more, we will not be asking you for any money. However, given the limited amount of time 
before the residential, we do ask that you put aside money in order to cover the total cost. This has now been 
confirmed as £310 per pupil. Once we have more of an idea of the likelihood of this going ahead, we will 
open ParentPay. Payment will need to be with us by Friday 2 July 2021 at the latest. If your child is in 
receipt of free school meals, we may be able to offer some financial support towards the overall cost.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

 
Neil McKellar-Turner   
Headteacher  


