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Wednesday 16 December 2020 

Covid-19 Update and Information 

Dear Families,  

As we approach the end of a long autumn term, I would like to thank you once again for working 
with us in order to keep our school community safe. We have all had to adapt to new ways of 
working and safety measures including one-way systems, face masks and hand washing; 
however, we have tried to keep school as ‘normal’ as possible for our children during this time and 
we thank you for your support throughout this term. At the time of writing this, we remain a rarity in 
that we have not yet had to close a bubble. Whilst this is not necessarily something to celebrate, I 
do hope that it reassures you that we continue to do all that we can to limit the chances of infection 
within school.  

Reporting confirmed cases 

From Saturday 19 December, it is vital that you report any positive cases of coronavirus so 
that we can complete test and trace and inform families should they need to self-isolate. The Local 
Authority has arranged a process to take the burden away from school leaders during the 
Christmas break. A poster is included at the end of this letter.  

Should your child develop symptoms and go on to test positive from Saturday 19 
December, you will need to email ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk with the 
following information: 

• Name of our school 
• Name of your child 
• Class and year group 
• When your child’s symptoms started 
• Date of their test 
• Date at which they were last in school 

Please also copy this email to office@christchurchhanham.org.uk so that I can continue to monitor 
any confirmed cases. The Local Authority duty team will be in contact with advice and the 
necessary steps to take. Generally, if your child does not develop symptoms until Monday 21 
December, then this should have little, if any, impact upon other children in their class as Public 
Health advise that people are infectious up to 2 days prior to developing symptoms. However, 
please still report any confirmed pupil cases of Covid-19 throughout the Christmas break. 
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Self- isolation  

Last week, the U.K Chief Medical Officer announced that the period of self-isolation will be 
reduced from 14 to 10 days as of Monday 14 December. This means that the self-isolation 
period for people who have tested positive for Coronavirus is now the same as that required for 
any member of a household or close contact of a positive case.  Further guidance can be found 
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-chief-medical-officers-statement-on-the-self-
isolation-period-11-december-2020  

Tier 3 restrictions  

Despite the temporary relaxations of restrictions 
between 23 and 27 December, we urge our families 
to adhere to the guidance for Tier 3 over the 
holidays. Whilst there is light at the end of the tunnel 
with the roll-out of the vaccine, we anticipate that 
there will be no significant changes to how schools 
will operate in the New Year. This means that we will 
all have to continue to abide by the rules and 
restrictions in order to avoid any further increases in 
infection. 

Tier 3 rules: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-
high-alert  

Rules on making a Christmas bubble between 23 and 
27 December: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/making-
a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family/making-a-
christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family#if-you-are-
clinically-extremely-vulnerable  

 

We hope all of our families have an enjoyable but, ultimately safe, Christmas. You have all done a 
fantastic job in helping to keep our school a safe place since September and we all want this to 
continue as we begin 2021. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Neil McKellar-Turner 
Headteacher 
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