
South Gloucestershire Council 

Christ Church CE Primary School 

Thank you 

As a long autumn term draws to a close, I would like to thank all 
of our families for working with us and adhering to the new sys-

tems and procedures in order to make our school safe.  

Our children have again shown how adaptable and resilient 
they are; they have shown a superb attitude towards learning 

and it has been terrific to see school life continue as near to 
normal as possible. 

I would also like to say thank you for the lovely messages you 
sent in for our ’Wall of Thanks’. The staff were so touched to 
read your kind words and this has really helped to keep them 

going over the last few days! 

Finally, we have all had to adapt and find new ways of doing 
things in 2020. As a church school, it has been important to us 
that we keep our key traditions alive. We are so pleased that 
we have been able to put together both an EYFS Nativity and a 
whole school Carol Service. Thanks to technology, we will be 
able to share our Christ Church Christmas Eve Family Celebra-

tion at 4.00pm on Christmas Eve. This promises to be a real 

treat!   

On behalf of the whole team at CCH, may I wish you a very 
merry and safe Christmas. Fingers 
crossed for a much better 2021.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

Best wishes, 

Neil McKellar-Turner (Headteacher) 

Important dates for your diary 

December 2020 

18th– End of Term 2 

January 2021 

4th– INSET Day #4 

5th- Start of Term 3 for pupils 

6th– Brass tuition resumes for Year 4 

8th– Cricket coaching EYFS and Year 5 

15th– Ukulele tuition begins for Year 6  

19th– Parent workshop: new reading 

scheme 

21st- Parent workshop: new reading 

scheme 

21st– National Census Day– please book 

a school meal on this day 

February 2021 

12th– End of Term 3 for pupils 

22nd– Start of Term 4 for pupils 
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Don’t forget to follow 

us on Twitter @CCHPri 

Farewell and Welcome  

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Serena Weston and Miss 

Sally Harvey at the end of this week. They have both been 

invaluable members of Team CCH and they will be missed 

by all. We wish them both the best of luck for the next stage 

of their careers.  

In January, we welcome Mr Felipe Gomez and Miss Richenda 

Brown to Team CCH. They will be taking responsibility for 

Berlie Doherty and Malorie Blackman Class respectively. 

They look forward to getting to know our families.  

INSET Dates 

Please note our remaining INSET days 

for this academic year: 

 Monday 4th January 2021 

  Friday 30th April 2021 



Life at CCH 

A Merry Virtual Christmas  

Despite the restrictions in place, it has certainly felt festive in school these past few weeks. We are in the 

process of putting together our virtual Carol Service– Christ Church Christmas Eve Family Celebration. The 

children have put in a huge effort with learning their readings and class songs. We are very grateful to Reverend 

Steve and his wife, Eley, for their huge support in editing and producing the final service. Our service will be 

available to watch on 4.00pm on Christmas Eve via the Christ Church Hanham and St George, Hanham 

Abbots Facebook page. It will also be available on YouTube after the event for anyone who is unable to 

watch on Christmas Eve. 

EYFS Nativity   

Our EYFS Nativity has been shared with parents this week. Although they have not had a real audience to per-

form to, the children have been amazing and shone with their singing!  

Carols for Bristol  

In case you missed it, our fantastic year 6 pupils took part in a community Christmas celebration last week. Car-

ols for Bristol features many well-known local faces and schools. Check out the following link to catch a glimpse 

of our year 6 children singing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1oa9STmP1Y  

  

WOW 

A huge well done to all of our families 

for supporting our WOW Walk to School 

Challenge this term. We awarded 251 

badges in November. We are hoping to 

see the number of children who earn their badge for 

actively travelling to school (at least 3 times per week) 

increase again when we award December’s badges in 

the New Year.  

Attendance 

At CCH, we know how important regular attendance is. By attending school each and every day, your children 

will get to make the most of the learning opportunities on offer and achieve well. 

Every term, we review attendance across the school. Our minimum expectation is 96%; from 

January, where a pupil’s attendance is below this figure, we will be sending out a letter to inform 

you of this. Where attendance does not improve quickly, we may invite parents to a supportive 

meeting in school to agree how we can support you in improving your child’s attendance.   

Despite the impact of Covid-19 and the requirements on families to self-isolate, we are really pleased with our 

whole school attendance figure of 97.6% for September to December. This is fantastic!  

We love reading! 

As part of our school improvement journey, we have a huge focus on the development of read-

ing across the school. In September, we invested in updating our phonics materials including 

exciting new books for the pupils to take home. This term, we have invested in a brand new 

reading scheme. We know the new books will be welcomed by our children and will really help to inspire and mo-

tivate them. Books do not come cheap; we have spent over £8,000 in total on the phonics and reading scheme. 

This would not have been possible if it were not for a generous donation of £4,000 from our Friends of CCH.  

We will be launching the new scheme early January and will also be running some parent workshops to support 

you in helping your child with reading at home.  

Receiving the donation from Friends for 

our new reading scheme! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1oa9STmP1Y


 CCH Community 

Compassion at CCH 

This term our value has been compassion. Alongside the weekly worships led virtually by Reverend Steve, 

our children and families have shown this value in action by supporting many causes. In these difficult 

times, your support for others in our local and global community is hugely appreciated.  

Poppy Appeal 

Total raised: 

£101.50 

Children in Need 

Total raised: 

£420.00 

Save the Children 

Total raised: 

£84.86 

Year 5 organised their own Operation Christmas 

Child Appeal as part of their curriculum theme 

this term. We are very proud of you! 

This year, instead of swapping Christmas cards, we said 

that families could instead donate to our local Foodbank. 

We have received a huge amount of food– thank you for 

your generosity!  

Year 2 have been inspired by their learning based on their core text, 

‘One Plastic Bag’. As a result, they have designed and created their 

own purses which they are going to sell in 

order to raise money for WasteAid- a charity 

which aims to develop recycling pro-

grammes in the world’s poorest places. You 

are stars, Year 2! 

The whole school have been taking part in the 

‘Classrooms to Care Home’ project this week. 

Our children have produced a range of artwork 

and writing that has been sent to local care and 

residential homes to bring some festive cheer to 

those who may not be able to receive visits 

from friends and family this Christmas. 



 CCH Community 

You should have received a letter earlier this 

week detailing the reporting arrangements for 

any pupils who test positive for Covid-19 during 

the Christmas holidays. 

When Covid-19 symptoms start, the person is 

infectious up to 2 days before this and up to 10 

days afterwards.  If your child gets symptoms 

over the weekend it may impact on others in 

their class.  

Please report confirmed cases to ey-

schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk   

We are delighted to be taking part in the Hanham Shine your light Window 

Trail. Our children have been busy creating some fantastic artwork  which 

will be displayed in our local church, Christ Church, from the 18th to 20th 

December. Christ Church will be open from 4.00 until 8.00pm on each of 

these days for families to visit and enjoy the festive art– please remember 

to keep yourself and others safe by practising social distancing.  

For more information, please visit:  

www.facebook.com/hanhamshineyourlight 

Twitter: @HanhamShines    

Covid-19 Important Information  

http://www.facebook.com/hanhamshineyourlight

