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Headteacher: Mr. Neil McKellar-Turner 

Friday 26th June 2020 

Headteacher Update to Families #10 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the tenth update for families.  

It seems that, as every week passes, there is another key change in the Government’s position on schools. 

You will have read about the plans to reduce social distancing measures to one metre where it is safe to do 

so, from the 4th July 2020. At present, nothing has changed in terms of the guidance to schools. We still 

have to operate with the hub model that we have established and adhere to all of the protective measures. 

Furthermore, as I shared in my last letter, we are operating at capacity; we have no more available staff or 

classroom space to be able to bring any more pupils back to school before the summer. 

I understand the pressures and frustrations that the last few months have brought for families.  It does appear 

that things are gradually starting to return to some form of normality outside of school. However, we still await 

updates and guidance from the Government about how schools will operate after the summer 

holidays. We are busy planning for September based on all children being able to return- our assumption is 

that the hub model will continue but the restrictions be lifted so that 30 pupils can be in one class. Again, this is 

only our prediction, and is subject to further Government advice, but we hope that this will be the case so 

that we can bring all of our children back to school for the new academic year.  

Unfortunately, as a result of the current situation, we are unable to complete all of our usual transition 

processes. However, we want to give all of our pupils a chance to see their classmates before the summer 

and spend some time with their current teacher. You will find details of this below. 

I will continue to update you weekly as we move into the final three weeks of the school year. Please do get in 

touch should you have any questions or need support.  

Transition and reconnect sessions 

Families of new pupils starting EYFS will be informed separately of the transition arrangements for your 

children. Parents of pupils in Year 6 have already received information about our plans to enable them to join 

us in school over the next few weeks. Miss Bennett and Mrs Weston will be communicating further details 

shortly.  

For our pupils currently in EYFS and Years 1 to 5, we are going to be running a class ‘Reconnect and 

Relax’ session over the coming weeks. Each class will be invited in to school for an hour to enjoy some 

time with their classmates in order to reconnect, catch up and say a proper goodbye to their teacher. Children 

are invited to bring a simple packed tea with them. Children will be kept in groups of no larger than 15 

(hubs will be maintained for those pupils already attending school) and there will be a suitable distance 
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between each group. These sessions will take place on the school field. Due to the need to be outside, the 

sessions will be dependent on the weather. 

Dates and times for these sessions for each class will be communicated next week. We hope your child can 

join us for this.  

INSET 

As you will be aware, we have two remaining INSET days for this year- Friday 3rd July and Monday 20th 

July.  

On Friday 3rd July, we will only be able to offer a very limited provision for pupils of critical key workers. The 

office team have been in touch with all of our key worker families over the past week to identify numbers.  On 

Monday 20th July, school will be closed to all pupils, and for the duration of the summer holidays. 

For the new school year, we have identified Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September as our first two 

INSET days. Further dates will follow in due course. This means that school will finish to all pupils on 

Friday 17th July and open for the new academic year on Thursday 3rd September. Again, please note that 

this is subject to the anticipated announcements from Government; we will continue to update you as 

and when we have further information.  

Reports 

Teachers have been busy preparing the children’s end of year reports. These will be emailed to you during 

the final week of term. As a result of Covid-19, we will be unable to offer face to face appointments to discuss 

your child’s reports this year. Instead, we will provide you with an opportunity to have a brief telephone 

conversation with your child’s class teacher if you feel this is required. Dates and times for these will be 

shared in the coming weeks. 

ClassDojo  

We have had a lot of positive feedback in relation to ClassDojo. The teachers and I are really enjoying looking 

at the learning you are completing at home as well as being able to interact with you more easily.  

If you have not yet accessed this, please do in order to support your child to stay in touch with their teacher.  

Social Media  

Unfortunately, it has been brought to my attention that a small number of parents have been criticising our 

effort and approach to home learning on social media.  

Whilst we recognise that we will not always please everyone, the staff team have worked tirelessly over the 

past three months to plan interesting and accessible home learning for those children not in school whilst 

teaching their hubs on a full time basis. Our main driver has been to provide learning that is suitable and 

engaging whilst being manageable for all of our families. We have continued to adapt our provision, moving 

from paper based activities to online links in line with your feedback. This term, we have provided further 

detail by moving to a weekly overview model and enabling all children, both at home and school, to engage in 

a whole school project focus each week.   
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If you have any concerns, questions or feedback about the home learning activities for your child, please do 

speak to the class teacher or send an email to the school office. We are always happy to listen to 

feedback as we want to provide resources that best fit the different needs of our pupils and families. 

Throughout this period, teachers have always signposted and amended activities for families who have 

requested this. If you feel the learning set is not appropriate for your child, then we need to know so please 

communicate this with us. What we do ask is that concerns are not used as conversation pieces on social 

media as this quickly descends into criticism; this, in turn, causes a lot of upset and distress for the staff 

team who continue to work hard to teach children in school and provide for those who remain at home. Thank 

you for your understanding.  

Home learning  

For those families who would prefer some further structure and learning activities in addition to those provided 

weekly by teachers, please use the following DfE recommended sites. The first two links contain individual 

lessons for all year groups on all aspects of the National Curriculum:   

 https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/subjects/#subjects 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ (Daily phonics lessons) 

 https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ (daily maths videos- worksheets not available at present) 

 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ (reading scheme books available to read or listen to online) 

Free school meals 

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

The Government has announced that they will be providing supermarket vouchers for families in receipt of free 

school meals for the duration of the summer holidays. This is fantastic news and means that eligible families 

will be able to receive £90 worth of vouchers (£15 per week) over the six week period. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or need to talk to us. 
 

Best wishes, 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner  
Headteacher  
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