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Headteacher Update to Families #9 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the ninth update for families.  

I am sure that the Government’s decision to withdraw their plans for the return of all primary pupils before 

the summer holidays has caused some concern and worry for you as families. Whilst their decision has not 

come as a surprise to those of us who work in education (given the many limitations and safety measures 

placed upon schools during this period), we are as disappointed as you in that there appears to be a distinct 

lack of a cohesive plan with regards to setting out how and when pupils may return to school. 

I frequently get asked about whether, as schools, we know more information than is shared with the public. 

Unfortunately, this is not the case. As schools, the first we hear of any changes is via the daily Government 

briefing. This makes planning and trying to support our families very difficult as we do not have any more 

answers than you. 

There has also been a lot of media speculation, recently, about summer holiday provision and the notion of 

‘catch up’ programmes. Again, at the time of writing, the Department for Education has not issued any 

information to schools regarding this. As schools, we are also aware of how quickly September will come 

around. At this moment, there has been no indication from the Government about how schools should operate 

in the autumn and under what restrictions. We continue to await this vital information so that we can plan, 

communicate and, ultimately, support you and your children over the coming weeks.  

As you will be aware, over the last fortnight, we have been implementing our plan for the gradual return of 

pupils in EYFS and year 1. As a result of the strict protective measures we have to adhere to, including limiting 

classes to eight pupils, we are now operating at capacity in terms of pupil numbers, building space and staff. 

All of our teachers and many of our teaching assistants are now engaged in full time teaching with the new 

hubs we have established. Whilst we are fully aware of the thoughts and feelings of our families, I really do 

hope that our open communication has continued to explain, and show, that we continue to do all that we 

can to enable as many pupils as possible to return. The overarching factor in every decision we make is 

that of your child’s safety. If there are changes afoot in relation to social distancing measures, this could 

potentially support schools in allowing more pupils to return. However, as things stand, we do not have many 

more options open to us.  

We will continue to work hard to find alternative solutions and act quickly upon any changes in Government 

advice so that we can get our pupils back to school. In the meantime, we have established a new 

communication platform to enable us to remain in contact with your children during this time. You will find 

more details below.  
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My staff team and governors really do understand the varied difficulties that many of you are still facing as you 

try to juggle childcare, education and employment. We know this is not an easy task and it is certainly not how 

we want things to be. We appreciate the many communications of support we have received over the past few 

weeks as well as the constructive feedback; please be assured that we are here to support each and every 

one of you so please reach out to us when required.  

Thank you for your continued support and understanding.  

Staffing updates 

As some of you will be aware, via the class teachers’ letters, we will be saying a fond farewell to some 

members of Team CCH at the end of this term.  

Miss Jess Rubio and Miss Jo Wright are relocating to different parts of the country to be nearer to family. I 

know that they will be greatly missed by pupils from across the school.  

Miss Kelly Maudsley has secured a new strategic role in a larger school. Kelly has played a significant 

leadership role during her time at CCH both as English lead and, last year, as Acting Deputy Headteacher. 

She will be a huge loss to our school but I know that she will shine in her new role in September.  

I know you will join with me in thanking all three of them for all that they have done for the pupils and staff at 

Christ Church and we send them our very best wishes for the future.  

We are very pleased to be welcoming two new teachers to Team CCH in September: Miss Amy Carter and 

Mr Ryan O’Toole are very much looking forward to taking up their posts and getting to know our families. We 

are currently recruiting for Miss M’s replacement and will update you in due course.  

ClassDojo  

As a school, we are continually revisiting our provision for both home and school, including new ways of 

communication. We are very excited to share that, over the past week, the teachers have been setting up a 

new online platform for shared learning- ClassDojo.  

The platform can be downloaded as an app and is really easy for the children to navigate - we have been 

trialling it with our year 5 cohort and they have been very engaged with it so far. If you have not already, you 

will shortly be receiving an invite for you and your child to join; a copy of the 'terms of use' and 'privacy policy' 

will also be emailed out.  

When you first log in, you will be able to access the 'class story' where updates, newsletter and activities will 

be posted. Only the class teacher is able to post on the class story but, here, they are able to also share 

examples of learning that have been sent to them. If children wish to send learning to their teacher, they can 

do this via their own portfolio. Parents are welcome to use the platform's message system to send learning to 

the class teacher or ask questions surrounding the online system; however, should you need to raise any 

queries or concerns with regards to any other area of school life or learning, this must be done via the school 

office in the usual manner. 

We hope that this intuitive app allows your child to feel more connected with their class teacher and peers. 

The class teachers will be able to share videos with the class too so look out for these in the coming weeks. 
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Home learning  

For those families who would prefer some further structure and learning activities in addition to those provided 

weekly by teachers, please use the following DfE recommended sites. The first two links contain individual 

lessons for all year groups on all aspects of the National Curriculum:   

 https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/subjects/#subjects 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ (Daily phonics lessons) 

 https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ (daily maths videos- worksheets not available at present)  

Book change 

All levelled and coloured reading books, which form part of our reading scheme, will be available on 

Wednesdays between 1.30 and 2.30pm for you to bring back your child’s finished reading books and 

exchange them for new ones. 

Do not forget to visit the Oxford Owls website which now has most reading scheme books available to read or 

listen to online: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

Free school meals 

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

As always, please do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or need to talk to us. 
 

Best wishes, 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner  
Headteacher  
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