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Monday 1st June 2020 

Headteacher Update to Families #8 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the eighth update for families. 

I hope you enjoyed a lovely half term break and managed to make some use of the lovely weather.  

School continued to remain open, during the break, for our key worker pupils. This week also marks the 

beginning of our plan for gradually increasing the number of pupils who can attend school, starting with 

those in Reception. There will be further information sent to parents of pupils in this year group in the coming 

days.  

With the Government encouraging more people back to work, we have seen a large rise in the number of 

requests for places for key worker families. We have endeavoured to be as flexible as possible, including 

remaining open over every half term, in order to support key workers families as best we can. However, we 

now have sixty key worker pupils which, based on our risk assessment of grouping pupils into hubs of eight, 

necessitates us having 8 classrooms and 8 teachers. With pupils in Reception starting on Thursday, we are 

now operating at near capacity based on our current plan. This means that we will now have to introduce a 

notice period for any new key worker requests. By building in a sufficient notice period, we will be able to 

review pupil numbers and staffing levels to ascertain whether or not we can safely accommodate more key 

worker pupils. We will continue to try our very best to meet your needs but this will now be dependent 

on whether we have the space and staff to accommodate new requests.  

From today, if you require a new key worker school place, please email the school office detailing your 

request, at least 5 schools days prior to the date on which you would like your child to attend school. 

We are now unable to guarantee a space- if we cannot meet your request, we will need to add your child to a 

waiting list until a space becomes available or, if numbers warrant it, open up a new hub. Please note that 

due to planning and safety reasons, any new hub cannot be immediate. Furthermore, we have tried, wherever 

possible, to keep pupils in hubs with their year group peers. Should we need to open a new hub, it is likely that 

this would be a mixed-year group hub with pupils of different ages within.  

I am very aware that this may not seem overly helpful to some of you but I hope you understand that we have 

to constantly review our numbers and ability to provide places so that we do not compromise the protective 

measures which we have put into place. We only have a finite number of teachers and classrooms and so, 

unfortunately, this means that we do now have to take this approach. We are hopeful that as the Government 

relaxes more of its measures, schools will be able to welcome back pupils in larger numbers. As always, we 

really want to support all our families and enable more pupils to attend; I am sure, however, you will appreciate 

that this is not a straight forward task. 
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So what does this mean for pupils in year 1 and 6? 

At present, we are sticking to our agreed plan which allows pupils in EYFS to attend alongside key workers. 

We will be reviewing this early next week to see if numbers are constant. As you will be aware, the next 

phase of our plan, in line with Government advice, is to endeavour to invite pupils in year one back to school. 

We will shortly be asking year 1 parents to complete a survey to indicate the likely number of pupils 

who will return.  

I have also received several communications from parents of pupils in year 6. As I stated in my letter before 

half term, we have not taken any of these decisions lightly. We are very keen to have our school back to 

‘normal’ and this, of course, includes our year 6 pupils. As with many things at this current time, guidance and 

advice gradually evolves or is interpreted slightly differently by different schools.  I am aware of some schools 

locally who have been able to accommodate year 6 pupils this term. Generally, they operate on a larger site or 

have more staffing capacity than us. That said, I really do want to stress that we have not ruled out the return 

of our eldest pupils; we are continually reviewing advice and guidance and looking for ways in which we 

can safely operate the school for more pupils whilst adhering to the key protective measures we are 

required to abide by. Please be assured that we are doing what we can to ensure that as many pupils as 

possible can return to school as quickly as possible. My staff team and I are fully aware of the many reasons 

as to why it would be of huge benefit, academically, socially and emotionally, for year 6 to spend some time in 

school before the summer- this is something we are working hard on. Mrs Weston and Miss Bennett 

continue to work tirelessly in liaising with your child’s secondary schools in order to hand over key information 

for transition as well as planning some exciting opportunities to celebrate and mark the children’s final term. 

I thank you in advance for your understanding and support during this time. 

Home learning  

We will shortly be uploading home learning for this week onto our website. This week’s learning is based 

around a whole school project on the theme of positive change.  

Teachers are currently busy planning our new curriculum for this term which will focus on supporting our pupils 

to explore and discuss their feelings, ensuring that they feel safe and secure as they transition back into 

school. We also want to ensure that the pupils at home feel a sense of connection with their peers who are in 

school so, in addition to the English and maths activities, our home learning overviews (from next week) will 

also now include a whole school project focus. This way, we can all be finding out about and exploring new 

learning together, regardless of where we are.  

We are aware that some of you also would prefer some further structure and learning activities in addition to 

those provided on year group overviews. Please use the following DfE recommended sites, the first two of 

which, contain individual lessons for all year groups on all aspects of the National Curriculum:   

 https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/subjects/#subjects 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ (Daily phonics lessons) 

 https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ (daily maths videos- worksheets not available at present)  

 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/subjects/#subjects
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
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Contact with pupils 

From this week, all teachers are back in school teaching. As I am sure you will appreciate, this will have an 

impact upon their time to be able to telephone and make contact with your children so this is something we are 

reflecting on this week.  Teachers will continue to make contact with pupils via their class letters for this week. 

Book change 

All levelled and coloured reading books, which form part of our reading scheme, will be available on 

Wednesdays between 1.30 and 2.30pm for you to bring back your child’s finished reading books and 

exchange them for new ones. 

The books will be available in the staff car park (weather permitting). There will be a cleaning station for you 

to wipe down the books you are returning. You will then be able to select some new books to take home. 

Please observe social distancing measures whilst you carry out this task. 

Do not forget to visit the Oxford Owls website which now has most reading scheme books available to read or 

listen to online: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

Free school meals 

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

As always, please do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or need to talk to us. 

Best wishes, 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner  
Headteacher  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
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