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Home learning activities during school closure 

Term 5 Weeks 4-5 

EYFS Penguins and Polar Bears 
Daily basics  Focus learning- core Focus learning- Discover  

Reading 
 
Read independently and to an adult- use your 
school reading book or visit 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-
book/library-page/ 
 
Listening to stories 
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 
Other good animal stories: 
Giraffes can’t dance:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vw
NU 
The Monkey with a Bright Blue Bottom: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTcoKXgS
g50 
Owl Babies: (read with owls) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGJsI0OjT
SQ 
Walking Through the Jungle: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plvY0quSy
Jg 
I am a Tiger: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRP4_PgZ1
II 
Surprising Sharks: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_e5CpUE
Tzs 
 

English 
Watch the story video ‘Dear Zoo’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9qx1SXwPNg 
 Add your own animal into the story and label it  

e.g. So they sent me a...hedgehog, 
but he was too prickly....so I sent him back. 

 
Write some animal riddles: 

Fold over a piece of paper. Choose an animal and draw a 
picture of it on the inside of the paper. On the front write some 
clues for others in your house to guess. E.g: I move slowly. I 

have a shell. I live in your garden. Who am I? 
 

Create a zoo with toys in your house or by cutting and sticking: 
Label your zoo with the animal names and any signs you might 

see. 

 
 

Watch the story video ‘Meerkat Mail’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iptflWYEj8 

Have a go at writing a letter or a postcard to someone special. 
Maybe write it for a friend at school that you are missing. 

 
Animal Research: 

Find out about an animal of your choice. Let us know how you 
found out about it, was it information from a non-fiction book or 
online research. Draw a picture (or pictures) to show what you 

• 50 Best Ever Lego Duplo Play Ideas: 
• https://www.facebook.com/LEGODUPLO/vide

os/2190622357821482/ 
• BBC Primary 
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/ 
• 100 things to do indoors 
• Home School Values 
• Newsround 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch

_newsround 
• 100 things to do in nature 
• Free Home learning planning packs 
• https://www.planbee.com/free-teaching-

resources/free-home-learning-packs 
• https//abcdoes.com/ 
• https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/ 

 
Animals 

 
Dear Zoo Activities: 

Visit the book’s website and play the interactive 
games: 

http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/DearZoo/CardM
atch/index.html 

Make a lion mask: 
http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities/childre

n-s-make-do-s/dear-zoo-lion-mask 
Dear Zoo dot to dot: 

http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities/childre
n-s-make-do-s/dear-zoo-dot-to-dot 
Draw the frogs pond from the story; 
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find out and add some words as labels or sentences as 
captions. 

http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities/childre
n-s-make-do-s/dear-zoo-drawing-sheet 

Dear Zoo spot the difference: 
http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities/childre

n-s-make-do-s/dear-zoo-spot-the-difference 
Make yourself or someone in your family into a fierce 

lion or another animal from a photograph: 

 
 

Painting or creating animals from the story: 

     

 
 

Phonics and spelling 
 
EYFS 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-
schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-
guide/ 
 
or https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/#  

or RWI Phonics 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ 

Find a die, or make a cube shape out of card. 
On each side place a sound: concentrate on 
special friends (two letters making one sound) 
qu, ch, sh, th, ng, nk, and long vowel 
diagraphs ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, ou, 
oy. Write words or a sentence that contain the 
sound you roll. This can be written in flour or 
salt, in water outside with a paintbrush, with 
chalk, on an etch sketch. 

Building words: 

 
 

Maths 
Measuring Animals: 

This could be done with pictures or using any soft/toy animals 
you have in your house. Any non-standard measure can be 

used to count (blocks, hand span, shoe) as long as your 
measure is the same for a correct comparison. 

 
 

Animal Patterns: 
Can you sort animal prints or maybe cut out some animal 
prints and stick them in a line to form a repeating pattern: 

 
 

        
 

Learn the song, ‘The Animals Went in Two by Two’ Ask your 
child to draw out two of each animal and practice counting in 

groups of two. 
 

Sharing animals into equal parts. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAU
x0    red word song 1. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R087lYrRp
gY      red word song 2. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6OiU2h3s
UI  Phonic sound pronunciation 
https://small-talk.org.uk/ 

Make dens or homes (could just be pieces of paper laid out) for 
animals (toy or picture cut out’s) Give the child an equal 

number. They collect the amount of animals and then share 
them equally between the dens. Can they draw and write their 

number story? 
 
 
 

4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 16 
16 = 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 

(more challenging - 4 x 4 = 16 
16 ÷ 4 = 4) 

 
Favourite Animal Survey: 

Conduct a survey. Choose some animals and then phone, 
email, speak to as many people as you can to find out which is 

their favourite. When you have finished can you look at your 
data and decide which animal is the most and least popular? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Animal PE: 

 
 

Choose a soft toy animal or small animal figure and 
create a junk modelled container 

for it. 
 

Making paint tracks with toy animals: 

 
 

Twinkl Zoo resources for EYFS: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=zoo+animals 

 
Sorting animals: 

Land, air and sea animals, Make a collage: 

 
 

Handwriting  
Cover a tray with some coloured paper 
(present wrap) cover with salt and practice 
some letter formation. 

 
 
Write some words (phonics or red tricky Elmer 
elephant words) with wax (white wax crayon or 
a white candle is fine) on white paper. Children 
used watered down paint to paint over paper to 
reveal and read the words. 

 
Then copy them out. 
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Fill a sandwich bag or zip lock plastic bag with 
paint or hair gel. Seal at the top with tape to 
ensure no leaks. Use a finger or cotton bud to 
practice letters. 

 
 

Identify the birds in your garden- Use the RSPB bird 
identifier website Draw a picture of the birds you can 

see. 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-

guides/identify-a-bird/ 
 

Play animal charades- Take it in turns to act as 
different animals. Add in noises as a clue… 

 
 Looking after your pet- If you have a pet at home 

encourage your child to take part in their daily care. 
They could help feed, groom and clean up after your 

pet. 
 

Find all of the animal books in your house-  Ask your 
child to look through the books in your house and to 
find any with animals on the front cover. Ask them to 
sort the books into groups of their choice e.g. animals 
that can fly, swim, big, small, live on a farm/ at the zoo. 

 
Watch some of the live Zoo feeds: 

https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/panda-
cam/ 

https://www.dublinzoo.ie/animals/animal-webcams/ 
https://www.paigntonzoo.org.uk/explore/webcams 

 
Create an animal den- Provide your child with blankets 
and sheets to make an animal den. Act out being an 

animal in the den. 

Maths 
 
White Rose Maths Resources, information of 

pitch and question ideas and interactive 
resources 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/early-
years-resources/ 
Number blocks 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/number
blocks 

Number time with Rodd 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01rfznx/cl

ips 
Number crew 

http://archive.teachfind.com/ttv/www.teachers.t
v/series/the-number-crew.html 

Number jacks 
https://www.youtube.com/results?sp=mAEB&s

earch_query=numberjacks 
ICT games 

https://www.ictgames.com/ 
Crickweb 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 
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