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Friday 15th May 2020 

Headteacher Update to Families #7 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the seventh update for families. 

You will, by now, be aware that schools have been asked to prepare for the possible return of pupils in 

Reception, year 1 and year 6 from the 1st June 2020. As a result, my senior leaders and I have been very 

busy trying to digest the many guidance documents that have been released from the Government, Local 

Authority and teaching unions in order to begin planning for how we can safely reopen school to some 

additional pupils. 

Planning for any possible reopening is a huge task for all schools. I have spent most of today talking with other 

local Headteachers and leaders about the many factors we need to incorporate into our risk assessments 

and strategic plans in order to ensure that we are fully satisfied that school is as safe as we can possibly 

make it for our pupils and staff.   

At this moment, we are still very much in the initial planning stages. This involves identifying possible numbers 

of pupils who might return as well as identifying the number of staff we will have who are able to come to work 

and do not fall into any of the Government’s vulnerable categories.  

As you will appreciate, this in itself is tricky.  Our survey, which we sent out to families of pupils in the invited 

year groups, has shown that a large proportion of you remain unsure as to whether or not you will send your 

child/children back to school in June. This is because more advice and guidance is desired to help you 

make an informed decision. Please understand that we are working tirelessly to ensure we get as much 

information as possible to you, along with a copy of our risk assessment, so that you can make a decision. 

However, this is a process that cannot be rushed.  

The Government has advised that one of the key measures schools need to put into place, to minimise 

contact, is to place children into small groups of 15 within each of the identified year groups. Having already 

reorganised some of our classrooms, groups of this size will not be possible if we are to try to adhere to social 

distancing expectations and mitigate contact as far as possible.  So, instead, we are planning on the basis of 

approximately 8 pupils to any one classroom. Logistically, this means we will have to use many rooms and 

teaching staff just for one year group. Given this, it is likely that our plan will be more staggered and 

gradual than that suggested by the Government. 

We are committed to getting this right for the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. Any phased 

return has to be managed with extreme caution and care so that all necessary protective measures can be put 

into place. I am working closely with a range of other school leaders, our governors, the Local Authority and 

my staff team to ensure that this is the case.  
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I will be contacting you next week with further details about our plans. However, please be aware that we 

may be unable to provide spaces for all three year groups, initially, as this depends on a range of 

factors- most importantly, that of being able to ensure the safety of our pupils and staff whilst in the building.   

I understand that this may be frustrating to hear but I want to be honest and transparent with you so that you 

can see that all decisions are being carefully thought about with the safety of our children and staff at the 

forefront.  

We thank you in advance for your understanding and again for your support during this time. 

Two key documents are provided below for your information:  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-

in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-

education-and-childcare-settings  

Book Change 

All levelled and coloured reading books, which form part of our reading scheme, will be available on the 

following dates for you to bring back your child’s finished reading books and exchange them for new ones. 

 Wednesday 20th May between 2.00 and 3.00pm 

The books will be available in the staff car park (weather permitting). There will be a cleaning station for you 

to wipe down the books you are returning. You will then be able to select some new books to take home. 

Please observe social distancing measures whilst you carry out this task. 

Do not forget to visit the Oxford Owls website which now has most reading scheme books available to read or 

listen to online: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

Free school meals 

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

Please remember to check our website and do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or 
need to talk to us. 

Best wishes, 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner  
Headteacher  
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