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Friday 24th April 2020 

Headteacher Update to Families #4 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the fourth update for families. 

I hope you have managed to enjoy some of the glorious weather we have had this week- either in your gardens 

or when going out for your daily exercise.  

The children who have been in school have had a lovely week where we have been learning more about the 

work of the NHS and responding through words and pictures. It has been fantastic to see some of the wonderful 

things you have been up to at home via our Twitter feed, 2Build and email- please continue to share.  

There has been a lot of speculation over the past week about when children will return to school. At present, the 

situation remains unchanged and, as schools, we know no more than you. The latest statement from the 

Education Secretary, which was given last Sunday, made it clear that there is presently no planned date for 

schools to reopen. Any such decisions would depend on the success of the current social distancing 

measures in place in our country.   

Please remember that we are here to support you. By now, I hope that most of your children have been able 

to speak with their class teacher over the telephone. It has certainly been a highlight for our staff. We are also 

here for you as families so if you need to discuss anything or want some advice, please do not hesitate to 

contact us in the usual way. As I stated last week, our priority is ensuring that our whole school community 

keeps safe and well- physically and emotionally. By keeping in touch, we hope that you and your children 

continue to feel connected to us at this extraordinary time. 

Special Home Learning 

The teachers have been busy creating learning activities for your child to complete at home over the next two 

weeks. These resources will be available via our website from Monday 27th April. For those of you who have 

contacted us to say that you are unable to print at home, paper packs will be available for collection from the 

office on Monday afternoon. 

As well as the planned activities, there is an ever-growing range of free resources to support learning at home. 

We are constantly updating our website with these links; however, I would like to draw your attention to the 

following key resources:  

 Oxford Owl https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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A fantastic site which explains how phonics and reading is taught. Parents can download a range of e-

books for free which match the age and stage of your child’s reading book. There is also a section on 

Read Write Inc Phonics which is the programme we use in school; this contains free materials and also 

videos and guides to support parents https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-

oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ 

 RWI Phonics https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ 

Daily lessons based on Read Write Inc Phonics which is the programme we use in school 

 White Rose Maths https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

Weekly sequenced series of maths lessons for all year groups. For each lesson, there is an online video 

and accompanying worksheets for children to work through at home 

 BBC Primary Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary 

A brand new site that contains daily lessons for every age group covering all subjects of the National 

Curriculum 

 Letters and Sounds https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-

niWw/featured?disable_polymer=1 

A DfE funded site which launches on Monday 27th April. Although we do not use Letters and Sounds as 

our phonics programme, the sounds children need to learn are the same. There will be three daily 

sessions aimed at Reception and Year 1. Please choose the most appropriate session for your child.  

We hope that these will supplement the home learning activities we are providing. However, as I stated last 

week, learning at home is not home-schooling. We have selected activities and materials that can hopefully 

be easily navigated and used independently by your child/children. There is not an expectation that you have 

to use these resources; we are just trying to ensure that appropriate support is there should our families 

require it.  

Please do not be too anxious if your child appears not to be able to complete learning from their year group or is 

struggling to complete a lot- this is normal. Children do respond and behave differently in their home 

environment compared to the school setting- aiming for 2-3 hours of learning a day, interspersed with breaks 

and time to talk, is plenty. 

For further information and support, the government has issued advice for parents and carers about supporting 

learning at home for children including those with special educational needs: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

Reading books 

Next week, we will be putting out all of our levelled reading books in order for you to change your child’s 

reading books. This is aimed at those pupils with reading scheme books. We will be offering the following time 

slots for you to drop into school, whilst on your daily walk, in order to do this: 

 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/featured?disable_polymer=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/featured?disable_polymer=1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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Monday 27th April: 1.30- 3.00pm 

Wednesday 29th April: 11.00- 12.30pm 

The books will be available in the staff car park. There will be a cleaning station for you to wipe down the 

books you are returning. You will then be able to select some new books to take home. Please observe social 

distancing measures whilst you carry out this task. 

Free school meals 

The national voucher scheme now includes ALDI. If you are a family who is eligible for free school meals, you 

will have already received your first supermarket voucher. If you would like to change your chosen supermarket 

to ALDI for future vouchers, please email the school office so that we can update our records.  

Please note that the government voucher scheme is only for those families in receipt of specific benefits. 

Being eligible for free school meals is not the same as the universal infant free school meals offer which pupils 

in EYFS and KS1 would normally receive during term time.  

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

Year 6 Residential  

We have had several queries regarding the year 6 trip to Okehampton.  

At present, we have had no information from the site and no decision has yet been made about any possible 

cancellation. In light of this, we have postponed the payment deadline which was originally set for 30th April. 

You are not required to make any further payments at this time. If the residential goes ahead, we will set a 

new payment deadline. If you have already paid in full, there is nothing more you need to do. If the trip needs to 

be cancelled, we will arrange a refund for monies received. We will be in contact as soon as we have any 

further information.  

Latest government advice  

Please remember the main message is to stay at home and only leave your house if it is essential.  

 Government latest advice 

 Closure of education settings information for parents  

Please remember to check our website and do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or 
need to talk to us. 

Best wishes, 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner  
Headteacher  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#free-school-meals

