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Headteacher: Mr. Neil McKellar-Turner 

Friday 17th April 2020 

Headteacher Update to Families #3 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to the third update for families. 

I hope you all had a lovely and peaceful Easter. I am sure you found many ways to make it as special a time 

as possible given the current circumstances. We have all been thinking of you and your children. 

We have had two great weeks in school with children making magic rainbows, decorating eggs and, of course, 

an Easter egg hunt. The children have also enjoyed having Progressive Sports in to lead several days of 

physical activity including tennis and cricket. 

On Monday 20th April, summer term begins. School will still only be open to those pupils whose parents 

are critical key workers in the response to Covid-19. This means that for the vast majority of our pupils, 

learning will continue to happen at home over the next few weeks. 

We fully appreciate that these are challenging times for families, adapting to a new situation and trying to 

support your children with their learning at home. This is even trickier for those of you trying to balance this 

with working from home.  

There has been a lot of debate and discussion about the nature and purpose of home learning recently. What 

has become clear is that we are in a unique time and whilst we will continue to provide families with activities 

and learning resources, we do not expect you to be replicating school education within your own home. 

Learning at home is not home-schooling and nor should it be. If it was as simple as providing you with a range 

of worksheets then we might find ourselves out of a job! The key role in teaching is the teacher within the 

classroom environment responding to, and working with, every child. The way in which the teacher responds 

and interacts with each child will depend upon a range of factors- most of which are not able to be replicated in 

the home environment. 

Social media has many benefits but it can also cause stress and anxiety. As humans, we naturally make 

comparisons with what other families are doing at home or what their children have achieved. This time is 

unique; the most important thing is to spend time as a family, enjoying each other’s company and doing 

what works for you and your child. One advantage you do have as parents is that you know your child best- for 

some of you, providing a structured timetable of daily activities will work for your child. For others, getting out in 

the garden and spending time together, playing, will be most important.  

We will continue to provide a menu of activities over the next term (ideas for next week are now available 

on our website) - if it works for your family, use it. If not, then that is fine. The best routine to get into is daily 

reading (individual, reading together, listening to stories), some key mathematical activities (number bonds, 
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times tables, mental calculation) and some writing (based on children’s interests or linked to a real-life 

purpose). For families who would like more activities, the DfE has compiled a list of all the resources available 

to support learning at home during this period: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-

19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education . 

We are currently reflecting on how we can enable your child to change their school reading books- we will be 

in touch shortly with our plans. 

Please try not to worry unduly about your child’s learning- we are all in this together and we are all having to 

adapt. The most important learning at this time will be talking to your child about the human response to this 

crisis- the importance of the NHS, the charitable acts of people like Captain Tom and the way communities are 

coming together to care for each other. It is these human values and qualities that will equip your 

children to be successful in the future. 

As always, please do not hesitate to call or email should you need any advice or support.  

Website 

Please do keep checking our school website as we are constantly adding more resources, information and 

advice for families. All of this can be found under the ‘special home learning tab’. Key letters from school and 

coronavirus updates from the government are available on the home page. We will shortly be adding some 

useful resources aimed at supporting mental health during this period.  

Do not forget to check out our ‘CCH Recommended Reads’. These will provide a good starting point for 

selecting a new book to read. A lot of authors and publishers are providing audio versions of their books online 

also.  

Free school meals 

We will be using the national voucher scheme for families in receipt of free school meals from next week. Any 

pupils who usually receive free school meals and are attending school because their parent/carer is a key 

worker will continue to be provided with a school lunch. For pupils who are not attending school, families will 

receive a supermarket voucher to the value of £15 per week in place of a daily free school meal. 

Please note that the government voucher scheme is only for those families in receipt of specific 

benefits. Being eligible for free school meals is not the same as the universal infant free school meals offer 

which pupils in EYFS and KS1 would normally receive during term time.  

If your financial situation has changed as a result of coronavirus and you think that you may now be eligible to 

claim free school meals, please use the following link to find out how you can register: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals and https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

Keeping in touch 

We have several established ways of keeping in touch with you during this period.  

If you are not yet following us on Twitter then please do- it has been great to share what we have been up to 

in school but also to see what you have been doing at home. Our user name is @CCHPri. Please send us an 

email with your full name, name of your child and Twitter handle so that we can verify your request.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A


Memorial Road 
Hanham 
Bristol 
BS15 3LA 
 

Office@christchurchhanham.org.uk 
www.christchurchhanhamprimaryschool.co.uk 

01454 867145 

Please continue to send messages to your child’s teacher via 2Build a Profile.  

Teachers will be continuing to write letters to their class this term- we hope to get the first one of this term to 

families by the middle of next week. 

In addition to this, from next week, teachers will be calling every pupil for a short conversation and catch-up. 

The teachers are very much looking forward to speaking with their class- please do share this with your child. 

Latest government advice  

Government advice and information is being issued daily at present. In order to support our families to look 

after themselves and stay healthy, please find below a list containing the links to all of the latest advice related 

to coronavirus. Please remember the main message is to stay at home and only leave your house if it is 

essential.  

 Government latest advice 

 Stay at home guidance for households 

 Social distancing and shielding information  

 Closure of education settings information for parents  

Please remember to check our website and do not hesitate to get in contact should you have any questions or 
need to talk to us. 

Look after yourselves and stay safe. 

 
 
 
Neil McKellar-Turner 
Headteacher  
 
On behalf of Team CCH 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#free-school-meals

