
Term 1 

4th October 2019 

Important Dates 
October 
Tuesday 15th —Harvest service (Year 1 & 2 @ 9.30, 
Years 3-6 @ 10.30) 
Wed 23rd—Meet the teachers 3.30-4.00  

Fri 25th— End of term 1  

November  

Mon 4th—Inset Day: School closed  

Tues 5th—Start of term 2  

Parking near school 
Please make sure that if you drive to school you park with 
due consideration for our neighbours. Please do not park 
across driveways, or in a way that blocks any of the side 
roads (eg The Barton and the lane near the front of the 
school) Thank you! 

Help Needed: 
Football kit & removing old play equipment 

We are in the process of getting a new football kit for the 
school. If any parent works for a company that might like 
to sponsor the kit, please let the office know in the next 
week. The season is almost upon us and we want to get 
this ordered ASAP. 
Again, if any parent works for a company that could help 
us remove some of the old wooden play equipment in the 
field we would love to hear from you. We have been quot-
ed huge amounts so far, but would rather spend the mon-
ey building things than removing things! 

Heads’ Message 
Dear parents 
The term is now in full swing, with Reception children in full-
time and settling down really well. Throughout the school 
there is a real buzz of learning, and the display boards 
around the school are already showing off lots of excellent 
work. We are continually struck by the enthusiasm of the 
children and their enjoyment of learning, and we spend 
much of our time in the classrooms giving teachers feedback 
and helping ensure your children get the best possible start 
to the year. 
We are looking forward to the second half of the term. Just 
a couple of reminders: 
 The field is getting wetter, so children will very soon 

need wellies if they are to be able to use this at 
lunchtime. Please bring these in (with names clearly 
labelled) as soon as possible 

 Please check that your child has the right school uni-
form, especially on PE days (see website for details) 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.  
Best wishes 

Mr Botten & Mr Freeman 

Harvest Church Service 
This year our harvest church service will be held on Tuesday 
15th  October.  The year 1 & 2 service will be held at 9.30am 
and the year 3-6 service will be held at 10.30am. 
 
As always we would be very grateful if children could bring in 
food items that we will take to the church on the day.  If you 
are able to help walk the children to the church please speak 
to your class teacher. 

School Meals issues 
Mr Freeman has met with the kitchen team and outside 
catering manager to go through some of the issues that 
have arisen at the start of term. He will do so again at the 
end of this term: please let the office know of any concerns 
so he can take these up on your behalf. 
Please can all R & KS1 parents remember to book the meals 
online so we know numbers for meals in advance (even 
though meals are free for those children). 

Staff Vacancy: Lunchbreak Supervisor 
We have a couple of Lunchbreak Supervisor vacancies, and 
would be very interested to hear from any parent interested, 
even if you would only like to do occasional days as a relief 
supervisor. Whilst ideally we would like our supervisors to 
do all 5 days, we are happy to have applications from par-
ents who can only do half a week. Please contact the office 
for an application form. 



Online Tutoring 
You will be getting a letter on Monday with details of an online tutoring service provided by Exemplar 
Education. There are a number of companies that offer tutoring (Kumon, Explore), and we do not en-
dorse or recommend any particular company. In my view if children work hard at school and do all the 
bits of homework that we recommend (reading, spelling, times tables, topic learning) that should be 
enough. However, if you do want your child to do extra, then Examplar offer an online service so you 
don’t have to leave your house!  
Please return the reply slips by the end of next week—even if just to say no, it’s not for you. 
Thank you             Mark Freeman, Headteacher 

Better Behaviours Project (Pivotal Project) 
The school is taking part in a year-long project looking at 
how we manage behaviour. This is part of a Local Authority-
wide project involving 63 schools.  The aim is ultimately to 
make schools in South Glos more inclusive, more able to 
manage some of the challenging behaviours in schools, and 
to reduce the worryingly high numbers of exclusions (mainly 
in secondary schools). 
We have already made a positive start at Christ Church by 
introducing our morning greeting (shaky hand gang) and fo-
cusing on positive relationships within the class and around 
school. We will be ending the behaviour ladders in class-
rooms, and will be looking to replace the daily reward time 
in the near future. Quite a lot of time is spent every day on 
this (easily an hour per week) which is actually part of your 
child’s curriculum entitlement time. Look out for further in-
formation in the next home-school link at the end of Term 1. 
In the meantime, to find out more about the project please 
follow these links: 
https://pivotaleducation.com/about/behaviour-management/  
 
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/handshake-school-

teacher-simon-botten-3355176  

 

Simon Botten, Headteacher 

Christchurch Pre-School 
 

Do you have a child aged between 2 - 4 

years?  Thinking about pre-schools?  
 
We are a small, friendly pre-school with 

lots of space to free flow from inside out 

to our spacious garden, providing many 

activities and resources to stimulate your 

little one.  
Ofsted rated GOOD.  
 
We have sessions 9am-12pm, 9am-3pm 

& 12pm-3pm available. 
Please contact Marie Smith, Manager, 

for more information.  
christchurchpreschoolhan-
ham@gmail.com  
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