
 

 
 
 

Christ Church Primary gets lotto grant for bee project  
A primary school in South Gloucestershire 
is celebrating after winning a £10,000 
nature grant from the National Lottery. 
Christ Church Primary School in Hanham will use 
the money to build a new pond area, a wildlife 
garden and forest garden for both pupils and 
nearby residents.  
Staff hope it will "increase the biodiversity of the 
area" and provide natural habitats to attract 
wildlife, particularly bees.  
The project, called Making a Beeline for Conservation, features a two-mile long 
ring of bee-attracting plants which will encircle the whole Hanham Campus.  
Headteacher Simon Botten said: "At the heart of this project is an ambitious 
scheme to plant bee attracting plants in every garden, grown by our children and 
donated to the local community.  
"Bees are the unsung heroes of our eco-system and many colonies are struggling 
to survive in increasingly built-up urban environments. 
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"By creating a beeline, the school will not only 
teach children, in a very practical way, about 
the importance of pollination and 
interdependence, but will also provide a 
physical pathway for bee colonies to grow 
around Hanham."  
School business manager and environmental 
champion, Sharon Wilson, came up with the 
idea for the project and made the successful 
lottery bid.  
"This is an enormous task which will require a 
lot of community support," she said.  
"We are therefore asking any local residents 
who are interested in gardening or conservation 
to contact the school."  
Mr Botten added: "We really need local people 
with practical skills to help us out with this - 
builders, gardeners, bee enthusiasts.  
"We'd love it if the Hanham community get 
involved in this and make this project a real 
success."  
Another feature, paid for by the grant is a large 
potting barn, complete with 30 sets of wellies 
and waterproofs, so that children can use the school allotment throughout the year 
to grow food for sale and to use in the school kitchen.  
Other features to be created include a bug world, a willow play maze, a wildlife 
pond and an orchard.  
 
 
 

A bumblebee is any member of the bee 

genus Bombus, in the family Apidae 

There are over 250 known species 

They exist primarily in the Northern 

Hemisphere, although they are 

common in New Zealand and Tasmania 

Bumblebees are social insects 

They are characterised by black and 

yellow body hairs, often in bands 

Like their relatives the honeybees, 

bumbles feed on nectar and gather 

pollen to feed their young 

Bumblebees are in danger in many 

developed countries due to habitat 

destruction and collateral pesticide 

damage 

 


